WHERE   TIRED   PORTERS   MAY    ENJOY   FIVE   MINUTES'   EASE Having divested themselves of their burdens, the coolies take refuge from the hot sun under a shady tree and are soon engaged in animated conversation.   The Chinese have none of the reserve of the Western nations, and often address each other as " brother," even when meeting for the first time, assuming the existence of a relationship on the principle that " within the four seas all are brethren "
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often at a discount; the bed itself is heated by the building of a fire underneath. Where we Westerners, unenlightened mortals, rest our heads upon a pillow, the Chinese rest their necks on bricks or pallets of wood.
Chinese clothes are certainly dignified and picturesque, but, according to foreign ideas, they are not designed for usefulness and comfort either in summer or winter. To a Chinese foreign clothes are madly grotesque, as indeed in many respects they are. It is, by the way, a curious fact that among the Chinese the use of wool for clothing is almost unknown. Cotton is the staple article. But any foreign resident in China will tell how his undervests have a mysterious habit of disappearing. Careful observation will reveal the fact that his house-boy and coolies will flaunt them on high days and holidays before envious friends, wearing them outside their ordinary garments.
The last remark suggests a number of other little everyday matters in which the Chinese differ from Western peoples. For instance, the Englishman will take his dog out for a walk ; the Chinese will give his pet bird an airing. One of the commonest sights in China is that of a man, young or old, standing for half an hour at a tune outside his house or in the country, holding at arm's length a little cage with a bird in it, A foreigner in greeting a friend grasps him by the harM: a Chinese shakes hands with himself. Should you be the principal guest at a dinner-party you will leave the table with the remark that you have put your host to great inconvenience. To this he should reply " Not at all; you are far too polite. It is really I who have treated you with insolent rudeness." Ask a Chinese as to the number of his " honourable aa*d distinguished children," he will reply, omitting, of course, all mention of his
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